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Genocide in Darfur – again!
The news from Sudan is grim. Reports from Fasher, the main city of the Darfur region in western Sudan, are staggering: dead bodies littering the streets, scores of women raped, men and boys murdered, civilians fleeing for their lives walking 40 miles to the nearest town for safety. Along the way, raiding parties pick off the refugees, killing males and raping or kidnapping females. The more fortunate are simply robbed, deprived of their last possessions. Those who survive arrive at the next town famished and dehydrated, on the brink of death. 
But this isn’t exactly news to Darfur. The same kind of horrible events played out earlier this century as Arab raiders called the Janjaweed terrorized the villages inhabited by black people, forced survivors to flee and took over their land. After the deaths of many thousands, the UN finally set up refugee centers in the country of Chad, on Darfur’s western border. Hundreds of thousands still live in those camps today. But the national government of Sudan, led by dictator Omer al-Bashir,  refused to allow UN forces inside Sudan, and the UN agreed to that. Al-Bashir’s “solution” to the problem was to take the head of the Janjaweed, Mohamed Hamdan “Hemedti” Dagalo, into the army leadership and appoint him as head of a special force called the Rapid Support Force (RSF). The RSF is just a development from the Janjaweed and is now carrying out the same type of genocidal attacks in Darfur that it did previously. 
The difference, today, is that Dagalo is fighting for supreme leadership of the army and the nation, rebelling against the army commander, Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan. The two generals and their armed forces overthrew al-Bashir in the spring of 2019, promising to someday make the transition to a civilian-led democratic government. But when civilian negotiators tried to exert some control over them, the generals mutinied in the fall of 2021 and after that ruled on their own as a military junta. For the next eighteen months, as they tried to rule, a powerful protest movement swept the nation. Local resistance committees (RCs) were set up in the largest cities. The RCs coordinated protest actions involving hundreds of thousands of people, and they began to develop a unified national charter. (1)
The ideological base of the movement led by RCs was the Three No’s: No negotiations [with the military junta]! No compromise! No power-sharing [with the military]! Protesters demanded that the military step down immediately and hand over power to a civilian government that would proceed with elections. They refused to consider a lengthy process of ‘transition’ to civilian rule as envisioned by negotiators from the UN. The latter included especially diplomats from the Quartet, four  nations particularly interested in Sudan: Norway, Britain, Canada, and the U.S. American diplomats actually met with RC leaders in Sudan but refused to endorse their demand for immediate civilian rule. They advocated a lengthy ‘transition’ process, just as the military leaders proposed.
But while they talked, and the protest movement grew more and more powerful, the two leading generals became more and more greedy and more worried about losing their positions. So in April 2023, Dagalo rebelled against Gen. al-Burhan and made his bid for national leadership. Since then Sudan has been mired in civil war between the two militaries, Dagalo’s RSF and al-Burhan’s SAF (Sudanese Armed Forces). Dagalo’s recent takeover of Fasher is just the latest in a long string of atrocities during this war. The Sudanese capital, Khartoum, has been decimated by back-and-forth shelling, and hundreds of thousands of people have been forced to flee. 
Dagalo’s RSF is well supplied with weapons from the United Arab Emirates (UAE), which enable the RSF to not only take take over villages but the large city of Fasher. The massacres that followed RSF’s takeover of Fasher could not have been a surprise to anyone, since it’s the same force led by the same fascist commander as the Janjaweed. The RSF had laid siege to Fasher for eighteen months before finally taking over, so everyone in the world had time to see what would ensue. Yet during that time, the UN never tried to intervene or stop the massacres. Its activity was limited to trying to get Dagalo and al-Burhan to negotiate some kind of peace. 
American diplomats play a leading role in this cynical game of pretending to be for peace but doing nothing to bring it about. The U.S. has supposedly imposed an embargo on arms sales to Sudan. But the RSF is well supplied with arms from the UAE, while the SAF gets plenty of arms from Egypt and Saudi Arabia. And the U.S. sells tons of military hardware to Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. So the U.S. pretends to be above the fray with its embargo, while actually profiting from supplying arms to both sides!
Meanwhile, the interests of the masses have been completely suppressed. As part of their civil war, the two generals chase down anyone they think is supporting their antagonist. The RSF is  particularly vicious, but al-Burhan’s SAF also tries to suppress any opposition to the generals. They arrest resistance committee activists who call for peace and accuse them of being RSF supporters. (2) This makes conditions of work for RC activists difficult and dangerous. Nonetheless, a spirit of resistance still runs through the Sudanese masses. A few weeks ago, former prime minister Abdalla Hamdok went to London to talk with British officials about “peace” proposals. Among imperialist circles, Hamdok is touted as a moderate technocrat and apostle of peace. But among the masses, Hamdok is known as a traitor who violated the three No’s and tried to find common ground with the fascist generals. Hamdok’s meeting place with British government officials was surrounded by hundreds of angry expatriate Sudanese chanting “Hamdok to the ICC [International Criminal Court]!” (3)
Lessons of the civil war
The last two and a half years, as the generals battled it out for supremacy, have been especially trying for Sudanese pro-democracy activists. But they have also been fruitful as learning experiences. They’ve proven that the three No’s were correct, that the demand for immediate civilian democratic rule is absolutely necessary. The military rulers cannot be trusted with any lengthy transition, and they can’t even keep the peace between themselves. Secondly, the recent experience shows the folly of dependence on any outside force such as the UN or any interventionist power. This includes the Quartet, Russia, China, and Mideastern regional powers. Over and over, the outside powers have preached ‘unity’ [with the military] and ‘transition to democracy’ [sometime, but not now], while at the same time funneling arms to the reactionaries in Sudan. Thirdly, revolutionary activists in Sudan need to rethink their methods of organizing and their insistence on pacifism as the response to the militarists. The RCs have had deep roots among the masses in the past, and these gave them a powerful base of support. Now, they need to go deeper among the working class and develop secret methods of organizing to support public political calls. And though they are far from being able to stand up to the organized military force of the RSF or the SAF, they should work to undermine those forces politically and work to support the organization of some independent forces. The generals are not going to resign or go quietly; they must be pushed out, and there is no international power that’s going to do that. 
For leftists in the U.S. and elsewhere, it’s important to express support for the struggle of the Sudanese people. But it’s not enough to simply express some generalized denunciation of Western imperialism. It’s also important to recognize the horrible, genocidal consequences of intervention by regional powers such as the UAE and by other imperialists such as Russia, China, and India.  
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