The ruination of Iran’s environment
The Iranian expatriate Siyâvash Shahabi has posted on Facebook a condemnation of the Iranian regime for the horrible air pollution in the capital city of Tehran. In a post of December 2, Shahabi says:
The head of Tehran Province’s Emergency Medical Services says that over the past eight days, they … carried out 28,000 missions and that 31% of those missions were related to air pollution. In the same period, 357 deaths were recorded, deaths in which, he said, ‘air pollution may have played a role in some cases.’
When pollution peaks, respiratory and cardiac emergencies spike, and the risk of premature death jumps for vulnerable groups.
A major driver of this level of pollution is the use of mazut (heavy fuel oil). On this, a former adviser to Iran’s Department of Environment told a domestic outlet, “Each missile costs 2 million dollars. If people and their health mattered to officials, with the money for ten missiles we could bring our mazut up to standard. We don’t, because the priorities are different.”
The same former adviser says Iran’s mazut contains “seven times the global standard” for sulfur, is 100% carcinogenic, and stressed that it is burned in Iranian power plants—making people sick—while officials refuse to pay what it would cost to standardize it. …
To know more about Iran's environmental movement, check out this link:

https://en.radiozamaneh.com/category/environment/ 
The link provided by Shahabi takes one to Radio Zamaneh, a Persian-language media organization based in Amsterdam. Much of their website also contains English translations of their articles. One recent article is:
Sasan Navidi, “Tehran’s water rationing: from climate crisis to social inequality and governance failure”. Radio Zamaneh, November 13, 2025.
https://en.radiozamaneh.com/37410/
This article denounces Iranian president Pezeshkian for suggesting that the capital of Iran, Tehran, may have to be evacuated due to a shortage of water. The author, Sasan Navidi, argues that Pezeshkian is making a completely nonserious suggestion that avoids realistic ways of dealing with the problem. Then, the author goes into how the water shortage affects different classes of Iranian society. For the rich, water shortage is a minor convenience that they deal with by digging water storage wells on their property and buying water on the black market. For the middle class, water shortages are severe problems that destroy their small businesses and make life extremely difficult, as they have to spend time each day figuring out how to get enough water for daily life. For the poor, the lack of water presents an existential crisis, preventing them from advancing in their occupations or education. Navidi argues that a comprehensive water plan would have to deal fairly with the different classes, but the present regime is incapable of that.  
Another interesting article on this website is the following:
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Zamaneh Media, “Residents of Yasuj Protest Against Water Shortages and Dam Construction”. Radio Zamaneh, November 20, 2025.
https://en.radiozamaneh.com/37430/
This article shows that environmental awareness is alive among the masses in Iran. It reports on a mass demonstration that took place November 18 in the city of Yasuj protesting against the central government’s dam-building projects in the region. On November 10, President Pezeshkian gave a speech in which he called for the intensification of dam building as a way of dealing with water shortages. He called for speeding up the building of dams in the region around Yasuj  to provide water to the urban area of Isfahan. Residents are concerned that new dams in their region will destroy their agricultural livelihoods and lead to desertification. To quote from the article:
Large-scale dam construction in this province has upset the fragile balance of the ecosystem and directly threatens surface and groundwater resources. The main consequence of these projects is a change in how aquifers are recharged. River water that once seeped into alluvial plains and fed groundwater tables is now trapped behind dams; a significant share is lost to high evaporation or unrecoverable seepage.
Experts warn that the current approach amounts to exporting water out of the province while importing poverty and crisis in …. They stress that this trend must be halted immediately to prevent this vital region from turning into a fully desertified region and to preserve the last lifeblood of the Zagros rivers.
This article shows the importance of governmental action in developing comprehensive plans that take into account the needs of people in rural areas as well as those in urban centers. This article does not mention how climate change has affected Iran and its river systems. But since climate change pays no attention to national borders, dealing with its effects must be international as well as inter-regional. 



