Fn: kings and unions

Big Labor on No Kings Day
All left groups talk about mobilizing the working class, building working class support for progressive politics, and so forth. But is it actually happening? Shortly before No Kings Day III on March 28th, People’s World, newspaper of the CPUSA, carried an article gushing over Big Labor’s supposed enthusiastic support for No Kings. (1) This article said the event had been endorsed by the AFL-CIO and the nation’s four largest unions – NEA, SEIU, AFT, and AFSCME, as well as by Unite HERE and some smaller unions such as GEA and APWU. Those unions altogether have over eight million members, so it appeared, based on this article, that No Kings Day III would have important support from Big Labor. But one thing was missing: the article didn’t even mention major industrial unions like the UAW, IAM, USWA, or the Teamsters. 
So what actually happened? I attended one of the many rallies in the Detroit area on No Kings Day, the one in Clark Park. There was no organized labor presence there. There were, of course, individual union members there, and there was a variety of community groups present with literature tables and activists ready to talk about their experiences in opposition to ICE and in support of immigrants. Anticipating the absence of Big Labor, I carried a hastily scrawled sign into the rally that read, “UAW, IAM, USW, Teamsters: M.I.A.” This sign attracted attention from a number of people who nodded in agreement, some of whom talked to me about their own frustrations with their unions. “The problem is,” one man told me, “they support Trump.” We had some good discussion about union leaders’ opposition to progressive politics and how to try to push for change. 
At another location, in Ferndale, there was a small group of APWU members. And there were a few scattered SEIU signs. But altogether, in Detroit, one of the most important industrial cities in the world, Big Labor was a no-show from No Kings Day III. Outside of Detroit, in Romulus, there is opposition to a newly planned ICE detention center, and a rally against it was held at UAW Local 900. But the UAW as a whole, under President Shawn Fain‘s leadership, supports Trump’s program of tariffs, which Trump promises will usher in more industrial jobs for American workers. Actually, it hasn’t happened; but UAW and other industrial unions are still refusing to join the movement critical of Trump. The Teamsters president (Sean O’Brien) actually attended, and gave a speech at, the Republican Party’s national convention in 2024. 
But what about other cities? This article (2) from Solidarity gives a round-up report on No Kings Day III. It mentions a labor contingent in the San Francisco march. In Chicago, there was a labor rally and feeder march, and a teachers union leader was one of the speakers at the main rally. Similarly in Milwaukee, the vice-president of the teachers union was a featured speaker at the rally. In New York, the report from Manhattan estimates there was less labor participation than at the previous No Kings Day, last October 18th. At that time there was a large labor feeder march in Manhattan, but apparently that was missing at No Kings III. The strongest labor presence was at the showcase event in Minneapolis/St. Paul, scene of the sharpest confrontations against ICE. A huge demonstration there is said to have had strong labor contingents. 
All in all, it seems Big Labor’s participation in No Kings is still pretty small, and People’s World’s gushing enthusiasm for it was premature, to say the least. And there seems to be some pretty sharp divisions among union leaders. The most active supporters of No Kings are the teachers unions – AFT and NEA and some locals. These are unions that have gone through a number of major strike struggles in recent years, and they’re continually at war with right-wing anti-union forces. Other relatively active unions are SEIU and Unite HERE, which have large numbers of immigrants among their members. Then there are the government unions – AFSCME and AFGE, which have suffered large cuts from the Trump administration. But even with these unions, the turnout has been uneven. In some cities locals have turned out some contingents for marches, but in many cities there was none. Organized political groups like FRSO, PSL, and DSA are mentioned at many cities, but there is very little mention of organized labor contingents. And there is no mention of the industrial unions – UAW, IAM, USWA, and Teamsters. Those unions – at least their leaders – seem to be stuck in the Trumpist mud. 
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